
Temptation Study 
By Hans Timmermans 

On the following pages I will attempt to explain the difference between 
temptation and trial. One of the rules of interpretation is to always look 
at words in the context where they are found, because that determines 
the meaning more than a dictionary definition. 

As I go through the various Bible verses, you need to understand that I am 
using an article from the Lexham Theological Wordbook, as indicated by 
the footnotes. You will find the Greek words translated to test, try, 
attempt, prove, etc. as indicated by the first quote below. So here it 
goes: 

As you can see in the text following, the one Greek word πειράζω 
(peirazō) can be translated by many different English words. 

πειράζω (peirazō). vb. to test, try, attempt, prove, tempt, put to the 
test, entice to sin. Describes the act of testing people or the act of 
attempting.  1

The Greek word, peirazō, has been translated two ways in English Bibles. 
It is often rendered “test” in the sense of meaning “to try” or “to 
make proof of.” When ascribed to God in His dealings with people, it 
means, and can mean, no more than this. But for the most part in 
Scripture, peirazō is used in a negative sense and means “to entice,” 
“solicit,” or “provoke to sin,” that is, “to tempt.” Hence, the name given 
to Satan is “the tempter” (Matt. 4:3).  (I bolded the words). 2

So you can see that the testing or tempting is not always negative, a 
leading to do evil.  
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“More often, this verb is used to indicate God or Christ putting people to 
the test, including Philip (John 6:6), and believers in general (1 Cor 
10:13; Heb 2:18; 4:15; 11:17, 37; Rev 3:10).”  3

In John 6:5-7 Jesus says, “Lifting up his eyes, then, and seeing that a 
large crowd was coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we 
to buy bread, so that these people may eat?” He said this to test him, for 
he himself knew what he would do. Philip answered him, “Two hundred 
denarii worth of bread would not be enough for each of them to get a 
little.” Jesus is giving Philip a problem to see how he would respond to it. 

Hebr. 11:17-19, “By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, 
and he who had received the promises was in the act of offering up his 
only son, of whom it was said, “Through Isaac shall your offspring be 
named.” He considered that God was able even to raise him from the 
dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he did receive him back.” 

God was not trying to see if Abraham would sin, but to see how much he 
trusted Him. 

1 Cor. 10:13, “ No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to 
man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your w x

ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, 
that you may be able to endure it.”   4

Here faith is being tested by God, but not in the direction of God trying 
to find out if you would sin or disobey Him, but to strengthen your faith. 

Rev. 3:10-11, “Because you have kept my word about patient endurance, I 
will keep you from the hour of trial that is coming on the whole world, to 
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try those who dwell on the earth. I am coming soon. Hold fast what you 
have, so that no one may seize your crown.” 

Here trial and try are the same word in Greek in different forms. Here 
they mean negative things and the context tells us so. 

Matt. 4:1, “Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be 
tempted by the devil.” 

Here Jesus is led by the Spirit to be tempted by the devil. Since God does 
not lead to evil, this kind of testing of Jesus was to show that He is the 
Son of God and Holy. He came forth like gold after he was tested (I am 
thinking of 1 Peter 1:6-7, “In this you rejoice, though now for a little 
while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials (peirazō), so 
that the tested (dokimazō) genuineness of your faith—more precious than 
gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in 
praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.” 

The noun peirasmos is related to the verb πειράζω (peirazō, “to 
test”). It can be used to describe the trial of a person’s integrity (1 Pet 
1:6; 4:12) or the testing of God by humans (Heb 3:8). It can also denote 
the occurrence of a trial or temptation that can be an occasion to sin, 
whether arising from internal desires or outward forces (e.g., Matt 6:13; 
Mark 14:38; 1 Cor 10:13; Jas 1:12; Rev 3:10). 

δοκιµάζω (dokimazō). vb. put to the test, examine, prove. Describes 
the quality of being approved or the act of testing or proving.  5

Dokimazō ….can also be used in metaphorical references to testing 
buildings (1 Cor 3:13) and precious metals (1 Pet 1:7). It can indicate 
measuring Christian character (Rom 5:4; Jas 1:2–3); testing the will of 
God (Rom 12:2; Eph 5:10); examining oneself (1 Cor 11:28; 2 Cor 13:5); 
and regarding a person as approved or qualified (1 Cor 16:3; 2 Cor 8:8, 
22; 1 Tim 3:10).  6
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I want to have a look at Job, whose faith has been tested beyond our 
comprehension or ability to appreciate. As you remember how the book 
of Job begins, God is meeting with His angles and Satan is also there. God 
asks Satan where he has been. Satan tells him that he has been going 
back and forth over the earth (shows us that Satan is not omnipresent, he 
is limited in being). “Have you seen my servant, Job?” God asks and 
outlines how he is a man of integrity and love of God. Then God allows 
Satan to bring harm to Job to test his faith. We do need to understand 
that God already knows how much Job can handle, so the testing is to 
prove the strength of his faith, not to try turn him away from God. That is 
Satan’s attempt, try to turn Job away from God. 

From Job’s perspective, he is being tempted, his faith is tried. He says in 
Job 1:21-22, “And he said, “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and 
naked shall I return. The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away; blessed 
be the name of the LORD.” In all this Job did not sin or charge God with 
wrong.” 

In Job 2:9-10 Job’s wife tries to turn him away from God. We can see the 
integrity of Job by his answer to her, “Then his wife said to him, “Do you 
still hold fast your integrity? Curse God and die.” But he said to her, “You 
speak as one of the foolish women would speak. Shall we receive good 
from God, and shall we not receive evil?” In all this Job did not sin with 
his lips.” 

Paul, the apostle, had a thorn in his flesh. 2 Corinthians 12:7-9 tell us, 
“So to keep me from becoming conceited because of the surpassing 
greatness of the revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a 
messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep me from becoming conceited. 
Three times I pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should leave me. 
But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made 
perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my 
weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me.” 

God brings difficult times into our lives so we will more deeply depend on 
Him and not on ourselves. Paul was a very smart man, well educated, he 
was an apostle. He had many reasons to become proud, but God sent this 
thorn and used Satan to keep him humble.  

  4



It seems to me that Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness was more to show 
us that He was totally pure and could not be turned away from serving His 
Father and God, rather than to see if He would sin. 

To sum up: God will test our faith, our trust in Him and use Satan and his 
demons to do it. From our perspective it looks like an attempt by Satan 
to turn us away from trusting God. But God says in 1 Corinthians 10:13, 
“No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is 
faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with 
the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be 
able to endure it.” 

Keeping in mind the various ways the Greek word can be translated; you 
can see that God is involved in our lives and will not allow us to be tried 
beyond what He allows so we can succeed. God’s plan is never to 
shipwreck our faith, but to help us turn closer to Him in our everyday 
walk. 

Remember Ephesians 6:10-18, “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the 
strength of his might. Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be 
able to stand against the schemes of the devil. For we do not wrestle 
against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, 
against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the 
spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the 
whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, 
and having done all, to stand firm. Stand therefore, having fastened on 
the belt of truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 
and, as shoes for your feet, having put on the readiness given by the 
gospel of peace. In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with 
which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; and take 
the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 
God, praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To 
that end, keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all 
the saints,….” 

We are involved in a war, a spiritual war everyday of our lives. The armies 
of Satan are at war with us, but God gave us the means to fend off these 
attacks: 

• The belt of truth 
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• The breastplate of righteousness 
• The Gospel of peace (for shoes) 
• The Shield of Faith 
• The Helmet of Salvation 
• The Sword of the Spirit 

I once heard a sermon on this passage and the preacher was dressed like 
a Roman soldier. When he came to the podium, he took off his helmet. It 
hit me, if we forget that helmet, we forget our assurance of salvation and 
are open to attack and defeat. We need all that God has given us to 
successfully finish the course down here. We can’t go it alone. 
There is a temptation that comes from within ourselves as we begin 
straying from God’s path.  

John writes in 1 John 2:15-17, “Do not love the world or the things in the 
world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For 
all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the 
eyes and pride of life—is not from the Father but is from the world. 
And the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does 
the will of God abides forever.” 

So when we turn our eyes toward the world and it’s desires, we will stray. 
It comes from love of the world, not from love of God. We do need to 
know our heart to see where our love is focused. 
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